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На зміну випускникам-медикам в університети приходять нові покоління пер-
шокурсників. І виявилося, що запит на «анатомічний тритомник В. Г. Ковешнікова» 
не зник, не зменшився, не нівелювався. Та й життєве кредо, принципи академічної 
доброчесності, щемливе почуття вдячності Учителю спонукало нас, учнів Профе-
сора, які мали честь працювати разом зі співавторами підручника, в черговий раз 
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Учні та послідовники професора Володимира Георгієвича Ковешнікова 
проф. Віталій Сікора, проф. Василь Пикалюк, 

сини Олександр та Георгій Ковешнікови



Dear colleagues-anatomists, heads of profile departments  
of medical schools of Ukraine, doctors, students and just readers! 

We bring to your attention the second corrected and edited version in Ukrainian and 
English of the three-volume textbook ‘‘Human Anatomy’’ edited by Prof. V. H. Ko vesh-
nikov, co-authored by 17 leading professors-anatomists of Ukraine. Read attentively these 
names: V. H. Koveshnikov (Luhansk), I. I. Bobryk (Kyiv), M. A. Voloshyn (Zaporizhzhia), 
A. S. Holovatskyi (Uzhhorod), I. I. Iliin (Odesa), H. S. Kiriakulov (Donetsk), V. O. Kozlov 
(Dnipro), Yu. P. Kostylenko (Poltava), V. I. Luzin (Luhansk), V.  M. Lupir (Kharkiv), 
B.  H.  Makar (Chernivtsi), V. S. Pykaliuk (Simferopol – Lutsk), O.  Yu.  Romenskyi 
(Vinnytsia), V. Z. Sikora (Sumy), Ya. I. Fedoniuk (Ternopil), V.  H.  Cherkasov (Kyiv), 
B. V. Shutka (Ivano-Frankivsk). This is the geography of the entire university Ukraine, 
the Areopagus of Your teachers. Fifteen years ago, from 2005 to 2009, each new volume 
of the textbook that appeared in the world became a kind of educational bestseller among 
students and teachers of anatomy. They were read, discussed, debated, purchased by the 
dozens and hundreds in university libraries, and thousands more copies were added to 
their own scientific and medical libraries of medical students, doctors and teachers. Over 
the next decade, this textbook was the most sought after of the fundamental educational 
publications in the medical field. Until 2014, the publishing house in Luhansk annually 
printed and distributed new editions of the textbook in three languages, and earned a rea-
sonable living without paying a penny of royalties to the authors. But time and circumstances 
correct the way of life and destiny of both people and books. Volodymyr Koveshnikov, the 
editor-in-chief, inspirer and organizer of a unique fundamental textbook, winner of the 
State Prize, Honored Worker of Science and Technology of Ukraine, anatomist, passed 
away. The anatomical world lost twelve professors – coauthors of the textbook. The name 
“Shyko” with the address of Luhansk disappeared from the map of scientific publishing 
houses. At the request of time, the textbook was digitized and launched into electronic 
rotation. However, access to the resource is possible only for a hefty fee, and they did so 
after the death of the editor-in-chief, without asking the consent of the authors of the 
textbook. 

New generations of freshmen are replacing medical graduates at universities. And it 
turned out that the demand for “anatomical three-volume by V. H. Koveshnikov” did not 
disappear, did not decrease, did not level. And life credo, principles of academic integrity, 
a sharp sense of gratitude to the Teacher prompted us, students of the Professor, who had 
the honor to work with coauthors of the textbook, once again read the pages of three 
volumes, correct some flaws and offer the medical community a second edition of the 
three-volume textbook which will be a kind of prolongation of the life cycle of human 
memory, a possible tribute to honor, respect, gratitude to the Teacher and Colleagues.

Students and followers of the Professor Volodymyr Heorhiiovych Koveshnikov, 
Professor Vitalii Sikora, Professor Vasyl Pykaliuk, 

Sons Oleksandr and Heorhii Koveshnikov



PREFACE

The second volume of textbook systematically presents the material on alimentary, 
respiratory, urinary and genital systems according to the current curriculum for medical 
universities.

In addition to providing general anatomical information, each section of the textbook 
includes material on the development, variations, and anomalies of organs and systems. 
The textbook also emphasizes clinical applications of the presented information. We paid 
particular attention to the substantiation of general principles in the study of anatomy: 
the correlation between the structure and function, the integrity of the organism, and 
the unity of the organism with its external environment. Each unit ends with practice 
questions, which allow students to self-evaluate their progress.

In preparing this textbook, we have been guided by the pedagogical expertise of many 
Ukrainian scientists-anatomists who became the coauthors of this work (Bobryk I. I., 
Kyiv; Voloshyn M. A., Zaporizhzhia; Holovatskyi A. S., Uzhhorod; Iliin I.  I., Odesa; 
Kiriakulov H. S., Donetsk; Koveshnikov V. H., Luhansk; Kozlov V. O., Dnipro; Luzin V. I., 
Luhansk; Lupyr V. M., Kharkiv; Pykaliuk V. S., Simferopol; Romenskyi O. Yu., Vinnytsia; 
Sikora  V.  Z., Sumy; Fedoniuk Ya. I., Ternopil; Cherkasov V. H., Kyiv. All coauthors 
followed a uniform representational style depicting a modern scientific state of the 
subject in a given unit of the textbook.

In the textbook, we used new anatomical terminology, approved by FCAT (Saõ Paulo, 
1997). Ukrainian equivalents of the terms are presented in accordance with the book 
“International Anatomical Nomenclature” edited by Professor I. I. Bobryk and Professor 
V. H. Koveshnikov (Kyiv, 2001).

Illustrations were borrowed from the manuals and textbooks accompanied by the 
authors’ additions and revisions. The majority of the drawings made from the specimens 
are original.

The organization of the material on human anatomy into units corresponds to the 
curriculum of the credit/module-based educational system.

I wish to acknowledge and express my appreciation to N. H. Mykula, N. P. Mishenko, 
V. V. Mavrich, and O. S. Bolhova for their help in preparing this textbook for publication. 
Apart from this I’m truly greatful to Mrs. Larysa Sankova and Ms. Eugenie Bekova, who 
made the English translation of the book.

Comments, suggestions, and critique aimed to improve this textbook are welcomed 
by the authors and will be taken into consideration in further editions.

Professor V. H. Koveshnikov
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Ковешніков Володимир Георгійович 
(1931–2015 рр.)

Народився 7 листопада 1931 року в 
місті Борисоглібськ Воронезької області, 
Росія. Після закінчення середньої школи 
служив у рядах Радянської Армії (1949–
1950 рр.). Із 1950 до 1955 року навчався 
у Саратовському медичному інституті, 
був Сталінським стипендіатом, чемпі-
оном області з легкої атлетики. Після 
закінчення інституту отримав диплом 
з відзнакою. В 1955–1958 роках працю-
вав аспірантом кафедри анатомії люди-
ни Саратовського медичного інституту 
під керівництвом професора В.  І.  Біка, 
з 1958 до 1961 року був асистентом тієї 
ж кафедри, заступником декана педіа-
тричного факультету. В 1959 році захис-
тив кандидатську ди сертацію «Измен-
чивость средней черепной ямки».

Згодом працював асистентом (1961–
1963  рр.), доцентом (1964–1970  рр.), 
завідувачем кафедри анатомії людини 
Тернопільського медичного інституту 
(1971–1983  рр.). У 1972 році, після за-
хисту дисертації «Плоскость естествен-
ной ориентировки головы и влияние 
ее стойкого изменения на формообра-
зование черепа», отримав науковий 
ступінь доктора медичних наук, а в 

Koveshnikov Volodymyr Heorhiiovych 

(1931–2015)

He was born on November 7, 1931 in 
Borisoglebsk, Voronezh Oblast, Russia. 
After graduating from high school he 
served in the Soviet Army (1949–1950). 
From 1950 to 1955 he studied at the 
Saratov Medical Institute, was a Stalin 
scholarship holder, regional champion 
in athletics. After graduating from the 
institute he received a diploma with 
honors. From 1955 to 1958 he worked as 
a graduate student at the Department of 
Human Anatomy of the Saratov Medical 
Institute under the guidance of Professor 
V. I. Bik, from 1958 to 1961 he was an 
assistant at the same department, Deputy 
Dean of the Faculty of Pediatrics. In 1959 
he defended his thesis “Variability of the 
middle cranial fossa”.

Later he worked as an assistant (1961–
1963), associate professor (1964–1970), 
head of the Department of Human 
Anatomy of the Ternopil Medical Institute 
(1971–1983). In 1972, after defending his 
thesis “The plane of natural orientation of 
the head and the impact of its persistent 
change on the shape of the skull”, received 
the degree of Doctor of Medicine, and 
in 1973 – the academic title of Professor. 
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1973  році – вчене звання професора. 
З 1981 до 1984 року був проректором з 
навчальної роботи Тернопільського ме-
дичного інституту.

Із 1984 до 2003 року Володимир 
Георгійович трудився ректором та за-
відувачем кафедри нормальної ана-
томії Луганського державного медич-
ного університету. У  1998 році на базі 
університету було проведено Другий 
національний конгрес наукового то-
вариства анатомів, гістологів, ембріо-
логів, топографоанатомів України. На 
наступні 5 років професор В. Г. Ковеш-
ніков був обраний головою правління 
цього товариства. У 2000 р. йому було 
присвоєно звання лауреата Державної 
премії України в галузі науки і техніки. 
У 2003–2010 рр. Володимир Георгійович 
працював завідувачем, у 2010–2015 рр. 
– професором кафедри анатомії люди-
ни Луганського державного медичного 
університету. В 2009–2015  рр. вико-
нував обов’язки голови дисертацій-
ної вченої ради із захисту дисертацій 
Д.29.600.04. Володимир Георгійович 
Ковєшніков був науковим керівником 
та консультантом 20  докторських і 55 
кандидатських дисертацій. Академік 
МАІА, АН ВШУ, Польської академії ме-
дицини, Всесвітньої академії медицини 
імені А. Швейцера, заслужений діяч на-
уки і техніки України. Почесний грома-
дянин Луганська. 

Помер Володимир Георгійович Ко-
вєшніков 17 травня 2015 року. 

From 1981 to 1984 he was the Vice-Rector 
on Academic Affairs of the Ternopil 
Medical Institute.

From 1984 to 2003, Volodymyr 
Heorhiiovych worked as the rector and 
head of the Department of Normal 
Anatomy of Luhansk State Medical 
University. In 1998, the Second National 
Congress of the Scientific Society of 
Anatomists, Histologists, Embryologists, 
Topographers of Ukraine was held on 
the basis of the University. For the next 
5 years, Professor V. H. Koveshnikov was 
elected as a Chairman of the board of this 
society. In 2000 he was awarded the title of 
laureate of the State Prize of Ukraine in the 
field of science and technology. In 2003–
2010 Volodymyr Heorhiiovych worked as 
the head, in 2010–2015 – as a Professor 
of the Department of Human Anatomy 
of Luhansk State Medical University. 
In 2009–2015 he was the Chairman 
of the Specialized Academic Council 
for the Defense of Theses D.29.600.04. 
Volodymyr Koveshnikov was the scientific 
supervisor and consultant of 20 doctoral 
and 55 candidate theses. Academician 
of International Academy of Integrative 
Anthropology, Academy of Sciences of the 
Higher School of Ukraine, Polish Academy 
of Medicine, A. Schweizer World Academy 
of Medicine, Honored Worker of Science 
and Technology of Ukraine. Honorary 
citizen of Luhansk.

Volodymyr Heorhiiovych Koveshnikov 
died on May 17, 2015.
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